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Dear Members:

By now you will have all received 
your registration packages for the 
2002 CPTED Ontario conference 
scheduled for October 21st and 
22nd at the Nepean Sportsplex in 
Ottawa.  This yearôs conference 
will feature a daily keynote 
session in addition to the popular 
half-day introductory session and 
the plenary sessions. 

The ýrst keynote session will 
feature respected criminologist 
and CPTED authority Dr. 
Stephen Schneider, a professor 
with Ryerson University in 
Toronto, who will share his 

extensive CPTED experience 
in a presentation called ñBest 
Practicesò.  The second keynote 
session will feature internationally 
renowned lighting authority, 
Philip Gabriel of Gabriel Design, 
Ottawa.  

If you havenôt registered for this 
yearôs conference, you should do 
so right away.  Your Board and the 
conference organizing committee 
(chaired by Bill Van Ryswyk) 
hope to see you there!

In the meantime, check out the 
upcoming events section of the 
newsletter or new web-site for a 
zone meeting in your area.  The 

zone meetings are a great place 
to get feedback on a project that 
youôre working on, develop your 
CPTED knowledge and skills and 
meet CPTED practitioners in your 
area.  Be sure to come out to the 
zone meetings and  remember to 
bring a friend.

Finally, I would like to thank 
CPTED Ontario member, Barbara 
Spyropoulos, for volunteering to 
edit and produce the newsletter.  
Barbaraôs efforts are much 
appreciated by everyone on the 
Board!  

Tom McKay
Chair
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CPTED Ontario  DIRECTORS
CST. TOM MCKAY,
Chair  
Peel Regional Police
Crime Prevention Services
7750 Hurontario St.,
Brampton, Ontario, 
L6V 3W6
Ph:  905-453-2121, ext. 4025
Fax:  905-453-4428
e-mail:  
Thomas.McKay@peelpolice.on.ca

TERRY WRIGHT, 
Vice-Chair  
York University Security Service
4700 Keele St.
Toronto, Ontario, 
M3J 2P3
Ph:   416-736-5944, 
fax:   416-736-5879
e-mail: wright1@yorku.ca

WAYNE NISHIHAMA, 
Secretary-Treasurer  
City of Mississauga, Design
300 City Centre Dr.,
Mississauga, Ontario, 
L5B 3C1
Ph:   905-896-5540 
fax:  905-896-5553
e-mail: wayne.nishihama@city.mi
ssissauga.on.ca

CST. GREGG DAVIDSON, 
Regional Director West
Halton Regional Police Service
Box 2700,
Oakville, Ontario
L6J 5C7
Ph:   905-825-4777, ext. 2222
Fax:  905-825-9416
E-mail:  
gregg.davidson@hrps.on.ca

CST. JIM LAWSON, 
Regional Director Central
Toronto Police Service
Corporate Planning, 7th þoor
40 College St., Toronto
Ph:  416-808-7760 
Fax: 416-808-7772
E-Mail: corporateplanning@toron
topolice.on.ca
Home E-Mail: 
lawson@internet.look.ca

RUTH MARLAND-BRYAN, 
Director
City of Mississauga
Community Services
300 City Centre Dr.
Mississauga, Ontario
L5B 3C1
Ph:   905-896-5827
E-mail: ruth.marlandbryan@city.
mississauga.on.ca
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ANNE MCILROY 
Director
Brook McIlroy Inc.
135 Tecumseth St., Suite 10,
Toronto, Ontario
M6J 2H2
Ph:   416-504-5997
Fax:   416-504-7712
E-Mail:  
amcilroy@brookmcilroy.com

DEMETRIOS SKILLARIS 
Director 
Ministry of the Solicitor General
25 Grosvenor St.
12th Floor
Toronto, Ontario
M7A 2H3
Ph:   416-326-9355, 
fax:   416-314-3092
e-mail:  Demetrios.Skillaris@jus.
gov.on.ca

SGT. BILL VAN RYSWYK, 
Regional Director East
Ottawa Police Service
245 Greenbank Road,
Nepean, Ontario
Ph:   613-236-1222, ext. 2351, 
fax: 613-829-8484
e-mail:  
vanryswykw@ottawapolice.ca

Nominations to the Board of Directors are invited for the October 22nd annual general meeting.  
Nominees are invited to forward their resume to any Board member prior to the meeting.  Nominees 
must be a member of  CPTED Ontario on the date of the election.

CALL FOR NOMINATIONS FOR THE BOARD



SECURITY AND LIGHTING OF DESOLATE PATHWAYS
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For several years homeowners have been encouraged to put 
porch lights on and businesses 
have been told to leave on interior 
lights to deter thieves and prowlers 
at night.  Generally, people want 
to feel conýdent and safe at all 
times, but particularly at night 
when visibility is reduced and 
shadows abound.  Many people 
often associate sufýcient lighting 
with safety and security.  So it 
comes as no surprise that they 
have frequently asked for, and 
in many cases received, lighting 
for all types of pathways.  But is 
lighting actually improving their 
level of safety?  
 The general rule in Crime 
Prevention Through Environmental 
Design (CPTED ï pronounced 
sep-ted) is to never look at a 
property the same way again.  A 
CPTED analysis needs to include 
as much information as possible 
and I often visit the site more than 
once.  Effort is made to speak with 
the people who are affected by the 
perceived problem.  Most often I 
try to think like a criminal might 
think to understand what he/she 
might do.  By doing these things, 
I can effectively and objectively 
conduct an examination of the site, 
whether it be an industrial building, 
residence, park or pathway.  
 When the site is a pathway and 
the perceived problem is personal 
safety, the answer for many is 
the installation or improvement 
of lighting.  As users become 
conýdent using the pathway 
during the daylight hours they may 
become secure using the pathway 
at night when the lights are on.  
Along pathways where there is 
ówitness potentialô, such as on 
paths that have homes boarding 

on either side, the addition of 
lighting may have the desired sense 
of security for users.  However, 
even with the witness potential, not 
everyone will feel conýdent and 
safe.  
 
A pathway with trees and bushes 

on either side, isolated from witness 
potential, would not be appropriate 
to light.  Tom McKay, a crime 
prevention specialist with the Peel 
Regional Police stated, ñLighting 
in the absence of witnesses should 
never be equated with safety.  
Crimes routinely occur in well-lit, 
yet inadequately populated areasò.
Night users would feel a false 

sense of security because of the 
brightly lit pathway.  With very 
few people using the paths at night, 
the user is virtually alone.  They 
are put at a disadvantage from the 
beginning, as the bright lights would 
cheat them of their night vision.  An 
assailant, in the shadows with their 
night vision intact, can easily sit 
and choose a victim and the best 
opportunity to strike.  
People may believe that lighting 

would offer users the opportunity to 
see a potential problem.  If they saw 

the problem coming, they would 
have time to respond to it.  It is 
unlikely that a potential victim 
would have much time to react if 
attacked.  Even if they did react 
in time, where are they going to 
go?  Continuing to move towards 
the attacker and using defensive 
tactics are not options for many.  
Running into the trees or bushes 
will put them at a disadvantage 
and likely where the attacker was 
going to take them anyway.  The 
only option for many is to run in 
the direction that they came and 
hope that they can run faster than 
the person chasing them.  

For many years, police 
throughout North America have 
been advising people not to 
use pathways or take short cuts 
through parks or along railway 
tracks.  The reason is personal 
safety.  There is no guarantee 
of safety at any time. However, 
personal safety can be improved 
through awareness education and 
proper planning.
 Citizens and visitors deserve 
to be protected and should not 
be led down paths by the false 
sense of security provided by 



bright lights.  Therefore, lighting pathways in isolated areas is not 
recommended as it may be putting users into a personal safety crisis.  
Gregg Davidson, 
Community Support Ofýcer, Halton Regional Police

Basic Level CPTED Course
Sept. 23rd - 27th, 2002
Toronto Police Service
Contact Cst. Marlene Suddes
416-808-4830

CPTEDôs role in managing 
the terrorist threat 
workshop 
Sept. 26th, 2002
Peel CPTED Committee
Peel Businesses & Agencies only
Contact Cst. Tom McKay at 905-
453-2121, ext. 4025

CPTED Ontario Central Zone 
Meeting
Monday September 30th , 9:00 
a.m. to 12:00 noon.
Mississauga City Hall, 300 City 
Centre Dr. Committee Room B.
All members welcome to bring 
a project for review in the poster 
board
session and bring along a friend.

2002 CPTED Ontario 
Workshop
Oct. 21st - Oct. 22nd, 2002
Nepean Sportsplex
Contact Bill Van Ryswyk at 613-
236-1222, ext. 2351
or check out www.cptedontario.ca

Basic Level CPTED Course
Oct 28th - Nov. 1st, 2002
Peel Regional Police
Contact Cst. Tom McKay at 905-
453-2121, ext. 4025

UPCOMING
 EVENTS

This 123 page document is a 
follow-up to Newmanôs seminal 
work entitled Defensible Space.  
It contains information on some 
of his recent projects including 
the Five Oaks Neighbourhood in 
Dayton Ohio.

It can be accessed through the 
U.S. Department of Housing and 
Urban Development web site.
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WORTH HAVING
A LOOK

CREATING 
DEFENSIBLE SPACE
By Oscar Newman

THE AESTHETICS OF 
SECURITY

http.slate.msn.com

This web site follows defensive 
public architecture from its 
earliest days to the present time.  
It features the 1983 attack of 
the Marine Barracks in 1983, 
the Alfred P. Murrah building in 
1995, Pennsylvania Avenue and 
Los Angeles Airport in a post 
Sept. 11th environment.
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Safety By Design
2002 CPTED Ontario Conference
Challenges and Opportunities

The 2002 Conference is scheduled 
for October 21st and 22nd at the 
Nepean Sportsplex in Ottawa. 
Its expanded one and a half  day 
format will help to facilitate travel 
and include an annual general 
meeting.

This yearôs program will include 
two keynote speakers:

Prof. Stephen Schneider, Ph.D. 
whose session is entitled ñCPTED 
Best Practices and Case Studiesò; 
and

Mr. Phil Gabriel, Lighting Con-
sultant, Gabriel/design, Ottawa 

whose session is entitled ñLight-
ing Design and Applicationò.

There will also be seven break 
out sessions to attend with topics 
focusing on transportation, retail 
security, new urban communities, 
schools and terrorism. A half-day 
introductory session on CPTED 
fundamentals will be offered to 
those who have yet to be exposed 
to CPTED and its beneýts. A more 
detailed description on the above 
sessions can be found on the reg-
istration form.

We have reserved rooms at Ma-
cies Best Western at a preferred 

rate.  It is recommended that you 
make your room reservation no 
later than September 20, 2002.

To register for the conference, 
complete the registration form 
available on our website and 
forward it to Kevin Birmingham. 
To receive the reduced registration 
fee ensure that your registration 
form with payment is received by 
September 16, 2002.

For further information please 
contact Kevin Birmingham at 
Ottawa Police Service (613) 236-
1222 ext. 2906 or e-mail us at 
cpted-ontario@ottawapolice.ca 

1:00 p.m Roll call of members present and   
 acknowledgement of guests
1:05 p.m. Reading of the minutes of the preceding   
 meeting.
1:15 p.m Report of the Committees
1:20 p.m. Report of the Ofýcers
 ¶ Secretary-Treasurer ï Wayne Nishihama
1:25 p.m. Old and Unýnished Business
 ¶ by-law review- Ruth Marland-Bryan
  ¶ web page - Bill VanRyswyk
  ¶ Directorôs/liability insurance - 
   Wayne Nishihama

1:35 p.m. New Business
  o Election of Ofýcers
  o Business Priorities Survey
1:45 p.m. 2003 workshop
  ¶ facility update - Demetrios Skillaris
  ¶ course proposal - Tom McKay
  ¶ discussion re 2003 one day workshop
  ¶ appointment of organizing Committee
2:30 p.m. Good and Welfare, Roundtable
2:40 p.m. Agenda Items for next meeting
2:45 p.m. Adjournments
 

CPTED Ontario
Annual General Meeting Agenda

Nepean Sportsplex
Oct.  22nd, 2002




